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DEDICATION

I can remember a little wide-eyed baby girl. And as
I held her hand snd gazed fondly into her beautiful and
trusting eyes, I mede a vow to myself thet I would, some
day, give her something that money could never buy. I
thank Joe Ferriere, Armand Laprede and Tibor Csapo for
allowing me to fulfill that promise in this magazine.

Judith Ann Conroy, I dedicate this story to you.
Long after I am gone, this small part of me will conti-
nue to live on. And so I am able to give you something
that money cannot buy Judy; I give to you, in these pag-
es, my very heart and soul. May you profit in the years
ahead by applying the gathered knowledge of the years
gone by.

April, 1967. August C. Roberts
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INTRODUCTION

The story you are about to read is not a hastily constructed affair. It is the pro-
duct of a combined total of twenty-five years of investigation and research. More im-
portant, it is the product of personal experience, a tapestry as it were, woven of cu-
riosity, fascination, mystery and confusion...of good times and of not-so-good times.
Above all, it is the story of one man's untiring efforts to present to the future ge-
nerations, part of the combination that will, someday, assist them in unlocking the
many mysteries of the Cousmos.

The idea of presenting this story to the reader first came to light almost three
years ago. The need to present it was made manifest on numerous occasions; the most
recent in 1964, in the form of an Official United States Air Force Photographic Analy-
sis, the full details of which are contained herein. The distortion of the factual da-
ta at hand, whether it be deliberate or otherwise, has resulted in obscuring the ama-
zing Skywatch Tower case. Such distortion has further served to immerse this very im-
portant incident in a murky stream of chaos and confusion to such an extent that this
sighting is now seldom referred to by leading UFO researchers, when, in fact, it con-
stitutes one of the strongest cases in support of the contention that "Flying Saucers"
do exist as a totally unexplained physical phenomenon!

This story is then, a document dedicated to the removal, once and for all time, of
the unfortunate aura of mystery that has surrounded this incident for the past fifteen
years. All of the material contained herein has been supplied by August C. Roberts, in
the form of written material, tape recordings, photographs and many hours of personal
face-to-face discussions. It has been my job, and I might add, my pleasure as well, to
transfer that wealth of evidence and documentation to the printed page. It is a job
I have long felt must be done, and I have done it to the best of my ability.

Finally, as we relive the exciting career of August C. Roberts, we find that we are
involved not only with the Skywatch Tower incident, but with many other facets of this
man's research and investigations, each of them equally fascinating and intriguing.
Yes, there is much to be learned within the pages of this volume; a work which I apt-
ly term..."The August C. Roberts Story: A study in Dedication."

1967 Joseph L. Ferriere




INCIDENT ON THE MEXICAN BORDER

It was a dark, moonless night as August C. Roberts stood watch over the iMexican
porder. The year was 1943 and Roberts was serving in the Army Air Force as a skywatch-
er, He had been assigned to the little Mexican border-town of Del Zura, California, =
desolate area with no houses or roads for miles around. He and the other men in the
group were standing watch over a newly installed radar site. It was their job to ob-
serve not only the skies, but the ground areas as well., Radar was something new and
fantastic in 1943, and, while Roberts and his men were conducting intensive guard duty
they were never allowed to see how the radar actually worked. The exact location of
the installation was on the upper-most part of a mountain, overlooking the town of Del
Zura. A dirt road had been 'cut in' the mountainous terrain in order to gain access to
this particular spot where the radar site would be established; on the highest point
in lower California. It was war-time and the men were equipped with machine guns and
full ammunitions. About one mile below them, on the dirt road, was a smaller 'guard
point' and Roberts and his crew had instructions to fire immediately at anything that
passed that point. In the case of additional equipment, supplies or new recruits, the
lower guard station would radio up to the main site that such was on the way through
the gate, and this was the only time that they were to hold their fire., If anything at
all was seen moving beyond the guard point and a call had not preceeded its appearance
it was to automatically be assumed that the guard station had been immobilized and Ro-
berts and his crew were to fire to kill,

These were the conditions prevailant on one particular evening when this team of
trained, competent Army Air force personel were confronted with something unknown and,
to this day, unidentified. As the men stood guard over the radar site, Roberts and his
men spotted a large, orange ball of light, moving in and out amongst the hills and a
valley that was situated below and to the left of them. The glowing object appeared to
be a few miles away but very large at that distance. The first impression created was
that of a train headlight, though this was impossible due to the absence of railroads
in the area. As mentioned earlier, it was a very dark moonless evening and, as this
glowing ball of light zipped in and out of the area below them, a rather eerie scene
was further enhanced by the presence of ground haze. All attempts to identify the in-
truder were negative, and, since it was too distant for any kind of gunfire to have
any effect, the object was called in to the base camp. In a matter of minutes, trucks
and jeeps were dispatched to the area of the radar site and crews of officers, of many
ranks, were gazing in deep concern at the mysterious intruder. An air of pandemonium
seemed to grip the area as orders were barked back and forth and well-trained men were
heard to utter statements such as "What the devil is that thing?" and "How the hell do
I know; fix the lights on it!" A Seargent turned on the headlights of his jeep and at-
tempted to ‘spot' the thing in the beams of the lights. Since the object was a good
distance away, such a move was of course unsuccessful, though it does illustrate the
futility of all attempts to identify the intruder. Then, just as suddenly as it appea-
red, the orange ball of light was gone; completely vanished! Army personel and offi-
cers looked at each other, shook their heads and returned to the base camp. Had the
strange object been picked up on the radar? Roberts questioned officers and everyone
he could get to. He was never able to resolve that question, nor did he ever receive
an explanation for the object that created such concern” that eerie evening on the Me-
xican border,

It was also about this period that the 'foo-fighters', strange, glowing blobs of
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lights, were being seen and reported by fighter pilots. These strancs "lionio' woula
tail our aircraft, fly rings around them, anc create consideraile cons*-rniztion, noi
only to our own fighter oilots, but to those of the enewny as well. Aunic Hoberts

spoke with both, pilots and ground controllers, who had actu=zlly scer the 'foc-figh-
ters' in action. Very few photographs of the elusive phantoT lirhts are in eris<ence,
The one pictured here is an authentic photo of 'foo-fighters' fror -4 files cf [fuagie
Roberts., It can be seen that they are not dissimilar to the flying saucers seen =znd
photographed in later yczars.

AFTER THE WAR

After his discharge from the Army Air fForce, Aucie Roberts ceturned ‘o his hc-e in
New Jersey and, taken up with the process of resuming old ties, soon put asice the me-
mories acquired during the war, and went about his work, expending most cf his sp=re
time on his hobby, that being photography. That also being a hoboby that would, in
short time, land him smack in the center of the flying seucer controversy; & precario-
us position from which he would never fully emerge. On a warm New Jersey afternocn in
June of 1947, Augie Roberts picked up a copy of his local newspapsr and read with
deep interest an account of the first of the modern day UFO reporis. Kenneth Arnold, a
private pilot, had reported spotting a chain of gleeming saucer-like objects swerving
in and out amongst the jagged peaks of Mt, Rainier., What was it about this account
that fascinated him so? Perhaps it might be attributed to his experience as a plane
spotter in the Air fForce? He didn't really know just why he was so fascinated, by this
seemingly improbable account, but at any rate, he began to search esvery paper he could
get his hands on for further accounts of UFO activity. Anothar newspaper item that he
came across amazed him even further, for there, on the front page, were two photos of
an object that had flown over Arizona and had been caught on film by William Rhoces.,
The photos, reproduced herein, showed an object that resembled very closely the lead
object in the formation reported by Arnold. His curiosity further heightened, he dili-
gently continued his research and checking of newspaper items. But for a period of
well over a year, no news of UFG sightings (other than the i‘antell case, in which a
trained pilot lost his life pursueing an UFO) was to be found.

Then, in 1950, the call went out for volunteers to perform plane spotting duty as a
part of the Ground Observer Corps program., Spotting one of these ads for ground obser-
ver volunteers, August Roberts called the number listed in the paper and expressec his
irterest in serving. He was told to go down for an interview and went to the 6th pre-
cinct in Jersey City and spoke with Detective Blaszcak and the Chief Cbserver, Inspec-
tor Joseph B. Foley. These men were very pleased with his backround and with his 'pla-
ne spotting' ability, which Roberts displayed for them. They asked Roberts if he had
any objections to their conducting an F3I 'check' on him, to which he replied that he
had no objections whatever., The FBI check determined that A. Roberts was A-UK, and,
sincs he had been one of the first in the area to enlist, he was appointed a Section
Leader, which meant that he was in charge of the whole section, with a crew wcrking
uncer him. He was taken to the Air Force Filter Center and shown just how the operati-
on worked, how the planes were plotted on the board, etc. Fully satisfiec that he
would enjoy participating in this project, he also hoped that such work might afford
him a better opportunity to watch for the elusive 'flying discs', as they were then
called, with qualified observers to assist him., Although reports of sightings were &t
a low ebb from 1950 through 1951, early in 1952 the number of recorted sigh*ings becan
to increase noticably. Roberts got into the habit of taking his camera along whensver
he went to his post for duty and even started to spend most of his spars time on the
tower, waiting and watching. By June, 1952, practically everyone else at the post had
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caught the 'fever' as reports of sightings continued to multiply, and it wes at this
time, on July 14th, to be exact, that the Jersey City Grouncd UCbserver Post went on 24
hour argund-the-clock duty.

On July 1Bth 1952, a Mrs. Josephine Hetzel of West Brichton, Staten Island, obser-
ved five flying saucers. She cescribec them as looking like five dinner plates, flying
through the sky in a V-formation. The UFOs had also been seen by a neighbor and, upon
checking with the observation post, Roberts was able to ascertain that they had been
seen by a spotter on the post as well. Leo Murphy had seen only four, 5ut about a mile
behind them was another going in the same direction. The sighting had occured only
five minutes after the reported observation of Mrs. Hetzel.

As the UFO reports became localized, a local newspaper, The Jersey Journal, sent
reporters to the observetion post to get a story on the saucers. The paper had been
informed that Roberts was spending much time, fully equipped with photographic equip-
ment, atop the tower. The reporters also knew that, since anything of an unusual natu-
re that might be spotted anywhere along the eastern seaboard would cventually be re-
ported to the tower, they had the basis for a good story. Cn July 24th, 1952, George
Conger another Ground Observer, spotted an UFC heading for New York. The observation
was listed in the logbooks as follows: "1o0:05 - flying saucer spotted by Cbserver Ge-
orge Conger. GOne-unknown-high overhead=flying southeast-looked like a shiny new dime.,"
Conger, also a section leader of the Civil Defense Organization, was a thoroughly qua-
lified aerial observer.

dy this time, Roberts had spent many week-ends at the tower, including all-night
shifts from 9:00 PM to 6:00 AM, and, since Conger had now seen an UFO himself, Roberts
invited him to join he and Jim Leydon, another spotter, on some night watches. Conger
who had been doing daylight watching, agreed. For three nights nothing unusual happe-
ned, nor were any UFGs reported. But the stage had been set. If things were uriusually
quiet now, then that was as it should be, for always, the 'storm' is preceeded by the
proverbial 'lull'. Three days of quiet, and then, it happened!

Very rare photograph of the mysterious "foo-fighters"
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THE SKYWATCH TOWER CASE

by AUGUST C. ROBERTS

Purime the yveers of the so-called "flyinz saucer" -ys‘ery, many nhoies nave apnpea-
recd ir books, marazines, newsnacers, etc., recordana them, [Hainly from a photeqraphic
stancdpoint, myv own July 28th-1952 sichiing on the (ivil Defense Skywztch Tower is of
sore significance.

It was reining during the early cvening of July 27th-1552, Usually, when=ver I went
to the tower ny cameras came along with me, but pecause of the rain on this avening, I
left my cameras at home, not wanting to take a chance of ruining my expensive eguip-
ment, I reported for duty at the tower about 1o:o0s P, and Leo Murphy, who was just
gcing off duty, left me his camera, an F3.5 LENS 120 fulding, which had a bad shutter
that had a tencency to 'stick' on slow speesds. Jases Lesyden came on duty a little ke-
fore midnight and George Conger arrived at midnicht,

We three were alone on the tower; Levden sitting inside the shack reading aend wai-
ting for Conger or me to spot a plane and call it out to him., He would then call it
in to the filter Station. George and I were sitting side-by-side on the highest part
of the platform; he observing the sky to the WNortheast, East and Southeast while 1
watched the Southwest, wWest and Northwest. We had always hoped we might see one of the
controversial ‘'discs' while observing, although hardly thought it 1likely since the
newspapers had differed in their reports. i#any had said the discs traveled too fast to
get a good look at them., OUthers said the most one could expect to see was a strsek of
light. So we were not prepared to see anything spectacular or outstanding. We certain-
ly did not expect the "SHOW" we saw at 12:11 AM Moncey, July the 28th!

It had stopped raining., The air was clear, clean and freash, as it always is after
a rainstorm. As we stood and chatted George Conger suddenly szaid: "Hey, Roberts, lend
me those glasses a minute., I've been watching a light there in the East by the Empire
State Building and it is acting funny." As he peered through the glasses he remarked:
"It doesn't resemble a plane." Then he called out: "Hey Jimmy, come out and take a
look at that light out there!" Jim Leyden came out of the shack and lcaoked for himself
asking: "What the devil is it?"

At first we thought it might be a light from a building since it just hung there
looking very bright. Then Jimmy hanced me the glasses and I, tco, took a look. e did
not know exactly how to explain what we were observing, other than to define it as a
'flying saucer' since we realized that there was, in fact, no btuilding in ‘he area
from which this 1light could have been emanating! Ceorge suggestied that we call in to
the Filter Station and that perhaps they could confirm the presence of the UFO0. While
he was talking I had taken Leo's camera out and was balancing it on the rail of the
tower. Just as I opened the shutter of the camera, Jimmy jumped the three steps into
the shack and jarred the whole platform and railing. George raised the glasses again
and remarked that it was the oddest-looking thing. Leycen got the Filter Station on
the phone and instead of calling in the message in the rcutine manncr, he told them
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Augie in the Army Air Force, 1947,

The Coast Guard also requested to
report UFOs!

FOR EARLY WARNING IN DEFENSE OF THE NORTH AMERICAN CONTINENT

MERINT
RADIOTELEGRAPH PROCEDURE

1. WHAT TO REPORT

=
"
Guided Missilne AR Ca . re
erion
2. SEND TO ANY . covoninn
Canaduan Naval K won
L oted States Coas
Unstesd Stawes Come
Canadian Department of Transport tagion
3. How To SEND * MERINT MERINT MERINT (Coasral Stato DI
(Omn Signal Letters) K (Own Signal Lecrers: T
Caastal Statont K
EMERGENGY (For L' S or Canadiatn Naval or  Caast
Guand Radeo Stations or
RAPID US GONT COLLECT (For U5 Commeroiul
Comstal Srations) '3

o
RUSH COLLECT (Por Canadian Depr of Vranspor
Coastal Seanonsy

SEND TO ONE DESTINATION

No. 1. Photo of the Skywatch tower case.
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James Leyden called Air Force filter
center.

Augie
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that he did not know how to explain what we were observing, other than to say that
there was & "ball of light" hovering in the tEast, orange in color, with a dark brown-
ish rim, very bright and flickering.

The person on duty at the Filter Station must have checked his list and fzunc theat
no planes were listed in that area, because he immediately connected Leyder with an
Air Force officer, who questioned Jimmy about the 'light'. Leyden asked if any other
reports had come in, to which the officer replied:"Three so far - one each from fPlain-
field and Tarrytown and yours." Leyden hung up and was called richt back. This call
came from an Air Base.

George kept watching the 'light' and I was trying to look at the back of the camera
to turn the film. It was too dark to see, so I just spun the knob a few times, placecd
the camera on the rail, called to the boys to stand still for a few seconds, and took
the second photo of the 'disk' as it moved upward a distance of its own length, as if
it were undecided which way to go. Conger noticed that a searchlight beam was trying
to get a 'fix' on the object. He ran inside the tower, grabbed the phone from Leyden,
and told them what had just happened. 1 took the 9x35 power binoculars and tcok ano-
ther look at the object.

It had a reddish-brown dot in the center and the rim was the same color. As it
started to move a little faster, to the Southeast, the rim turned a brighter red. It
moved up and away from us at the same time and as it turned slightly I got a cood look
at the thickness of its edge. George, standing next to me, attempted to re-locate the
disc but it had gone into a cloud-bank and was lost from sight. When I asked George if
he had seen it leave he replied negatively. Leyden, still on the phone, reported that
we could no longer see the object.

Shortly thereafter, I suggested that we call the New York "Daily News" ancd ask if
anyone in their offices had seen the object, since it had hovered so close to this
building, and also to find out if they had received any reports. Leyden called and was
told they had received two reports and were not interested in receiving anymore. Jim
did not mention that we had seen and photographed the UFO. It was suggested to Leycen
by myself that he record the observation in our Logbook immediately. This was done and
I have photographs of the item as it so appears. At 3:30 AM we spotted a plane zig-
zagging back and forth in the same area where we had seen the disk. We called this in
to the Filter Center and then, since nothing else of an unusual nature occured, I went
home about 6:00 AM to develop the film and learn whether or not anything had been
recorded on film,

Everyone at home was asleep so I tried to move about noiselessly as I prepared the
necessary developing needs in my darkroom, I considered the possibility of "overdeve-
loping" to get as much out of the film as possible. I used a green light to see the
film, but between overdeveloping and getting too close to the safe light, the film
fogged up a little. Since I was not used to handling roll film, it twisted up on me
until it got wet and soft.

When I saw what the film contained I felt heartsick... one frame was of a dancing
light and the other... just two spots on the film. I made a few prints anyway and upon
looking at the prints decided that they were not as poor as I had originally thcught.
I returned to the tower with the prints, arriving before Leyden and Conger left for
home, Both men were surprised that the photos had turned out as well as they had. De-
tective Blaszcak was present at the tower and he querried us about the pictures. We
briefed him as to what had happened, and, after looking the prints over, immediately
phoned our Chief CUbserver-Inspector, Joseph B. Foley, who expressed intsrest and said
he would come over as soon as possible. O0One of the more important cetails that we re-
lated to Detective Blaszcak and one that I cannot emphasize too strongly, is that
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during the course of Jim Leyden's conversation with the Gfficers at the Filter Center,
Jim asked if ihey had the object on radar, to which the Ufficer replied: "Yes.... it
is on racar!"

After relating all of the details of the incident to Chief Ubserver fFoley, I went
home to cet some sleep, asking Leyden to warn me by phone if the Air Force "requested"
the negatives, thus affording me time to make a dozen or more prints before I kissed
the neaatives qoodbye.As I had anticipated, Detective Blaszcak contacted the Air Force
and I had been in bed only about 15 minutes when Jim's warning call came. I picked up
the receiver and heard Jim's voice..."The Air fForce is on the way over...get hopping!"

Hurriedly I made ten copies of each, and since 1 figured I would not get much sleep
anyway, I went back to the Police Station and gave them a better set of prints. ( the
first ones were made with wet negatives, and donme hurriedly and were not too gcod. ) I
was informed at Police Headquarters that they wanted the negatives and was driven home
in a radio patrol car to get them. We went to the main Police Headquarters where poli-
ce photographers checked the negatives and made a few prints for the lorcal newspapers.
Then I was driven back to the tower where I had left my car. I headed home for a bit
of sleep.

That afternoon I was on duty on the tower when two men from our local newspaper
came up with my prints, which they had checked with the New York skyline. They, told me
that upon double-checking the prints they discovered that I had made the mistake of
printing the negatives backward., I reffered to the better copies I had at home so
they asked if they could see them. After seeing the better copies they tried to talk
me into giving all of them to them. I gave them a number of copies and when they left
I was told that I would be paid for the use of them. I never did receive payment for
them,

Later, at the tower, one of the newspapermen phoned me and asked if I had a camera
handy. He said to take a few photos of the New York skyline and bring the film to him
and the paper would develop and print them. This I did. When I tried to leave the news
paper office I was 'detained' until the prints were made.

While waiting, another newspaper called to see if a spare 'flying saucer' print
could be secured., The fellow answering the phone emphatically said "NO!", and when I
quite loudly stated I had one and held it up, I never saw anyone move so fast to "shut
me up!" This newspaper had the only real good prints and did not want to share their
scoop, or let the other papers know that I, the photographer, was there. About this
time all the papers were trying to reach me, but without success. The prints of New
York were not too good so they took a few pictures of me with the Leica, and about mid
night, after retelling the whole story in detail, I was allowed to go home with the
clear understanding that I was not to talk to any other newspaper concerning the UFO.

The next day the story broke in the papers and for several days the Roberts family
lived in a nightmare - the phone never stopped ringing - everyone called - newspapers,
radio, television, newsreels, magazines, etc. Remember, these were the first photos
ever taken on the Eastern Seaboard, and because I had the backing of the Civilian De-
fense Officials, the sighting had authority and authenticity!

In a week's time our popularity had increased to the point where the tower crew
filmed a newsreel. During this procedure a call was received about 1o0:00 PM from the
filter station stating that another disk was reported sighted,and to be on the lookout
for it. Some of the cameramen dashed upstairs to the tower on the roof with their ca-
meras and equipment, but could see nothing. The newsreel filmed at this time was
played on television many times. The program called "Featurama'" has considered it one
of the five most-requested films of 1955.
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The same week the movie was made,we also made a tape recording for a program called
"Time Capsule'". for this program items were selected to be placed in a real tire cap-
sule (a tube-like affair now placed underground in New York City where it will remain
until the year 205%2) to be a permanent record for posterity. To my knowledge, mine is
one of only four UFC cases on record deemed worthy to be included in the time capsule.
The world of the future will hear the voices of the past relate events which have ama-
zed millions for years.

When the strain became too much for me I called a friend of my sister in Westwood,
New Jersey. I wanted to spend a few days fishing and resting - just getting away from
all the hectic experiences 1 had undergone. While chatting with her I learned that she
had been out driving with her sons near River Edge and they had seen the same, or a
similar disk, a few days before we had seen it. She claimed it was early evening when
suddenly her oldest son told her to look up. She saw an orange ball, twice as large as
a silver dollar and having a darker rim, moving toward New York. They all witnessed it
for about four seconds when the light blinked out. Although they continued to look for
some time thereafter, it did not reappeare to them.

Still later, while speaking to a friend of mine, he mentioned another friend who
had seen a disc about 9:30 p.m. July 27th 1952. I contacted the woman and she related
how she had just happened to be looking up when she saw a large orange ball of light
going overhead toward New York, I did not place too much stock in it then, but when
another person, an Auxiliary Policeman, told me he too had seen a large orange ball of
light moving toward New York, seeming as large as a silver dollar, on the night of
July 27th 1952 at about 9:30 p.m., it set me to thinking. These people were not
acquainted; although they lived five blocks apart; and yet, each claimed to have seen
the same thing, at the same time!

On July 31st 1952, my sister, with whom I reside, told me that she, her husband,
and her friend were driving in the vicinity of Palisades Amusement Park about 8:45 PM,
when she spotted an orange ball in the sky. Jokingly she exclaimed:"Oh, look, a flying
saucer". It faded out about six seconds later in a cone-shaped manner similar to fire-
works displays. When she arrived at home about 11:30 p.m. she called the New York
Daily News to find out whether they had received any other reports. They confirmed her
suspicions; stating they nad four reports from different vicinities for the same time
and all were sighted over the same area,

A definite description of how the UFO that I photographed appeared to me and my re-
action to it is necessary herc. It appeared to me to be clearly circular in shape and
its apparent diameter was slightly smaller than a ten cent piece held at arm's length.
Through my binoculars it approximated the size of a half-dollar. It had depth - about
the best way to describe it is to visualize two half-dollars held together at an arm's
length and turned slightly to see the edge. The rim appeared to be comparatively as
thick. The whole disc was flat and resembled identically the two half dollars. It ap-
peared to be anywhere from 5o to 1oo feet in diameter. A plane in the same area would
appear to be about the same size, including wingspread.

When I first saw the disc, the outer rim,top, and a small part of the inner surface
of the rim, was a brownish color. The inner part of the disc was a bright orange color
with A dot in the exact center. This dot was similar in color to the brownish rim., It
was like looking at a small moon with a rim around it and seemed just as bright. The
whole object was glowing and flickering. Through the 9x33 binoculars it could be clear
ly seen that the rim was spinning in a counter-clockwise direction. As the disc moved,
the outer rim began to change color to a reddish brown; and the dot in the center of
it changed color along with the rim while the center became a lighter orange color. I
noticed that while the rim was spinning there was less flickering. When the thing fi-
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nally departed, the color changed again somewhat - the rim and dot in the center now
becoming a glowing red, and the orange color in the center becoming more pale. As it
left, it turned so that the outer edge was facing us; and I could see the thickness of
it very clearly. During the three to five minutes that the disc was visible, it was
'standing on edge' in the sky. I saw light only on one side and on the rim. I never
saw the opposite side of the disc for it never was turned toward me.

While watching it, I had an odd feeling in the pit of my stomach that here was some
thing everyone was searching the sky for and I had a 'box seat'. I had seen very many
planes while serving as a spotter but this machine put them all to shame. It made no
sound, yet appeared powerful and deadly; if it chose to be; although it appeared to be
'just observing'.

Should anyone question how I claim to be able to see all the detail in something as
small as a ten cent or fifty cent piece, the answer is quite simple. Just take two
coins of either size, hold them out at arm's length, and with fairly normal eyesight,
you too can see more detail than you ever thought possible.

Professor Donald H. Menzel, author of the book Flying Saucers, speaks of this case
in his book. He inadvertently explained it away as "a searchlight beam from the Times
Square in New York City, shining on a cloud". His friend, Dr. Vincent Schaefer, of the
General Electric Company in Schenectady, New York, made this very brilliant deduction,
and related it to Dr. Menzel in this manner:

"One evening after dark, while along the salt marshes in New Jersey opposite New
York, I glanced at the sky and saw a white disc moving at high speed in a southeaster-
ly direction. As I watched intently, another one appeared and then vanished. The air
was unusually clear at the time, and it was not until I got into a position to see the
city that I found the explanation - a layer of thin stratus cloud was momentarily il-
luminated by a high-powered searchlight which was being swung rapidly in a rather er-
ratic manner from some theatre or other advertising activity around fForty-Second St.
The clear air failed to show the blue scattering commonly associated with such light,
except in the region close to the source. The next morning the New York papers head-
lined: 'Flying Saucers Sun In Jersey'."

I should like to thank Dr. Schaefer for his report that the air was 'unusually
clear' on that night, because this proves our visibility was exceptionally good. Be-
cause these man have big names and good backgrounds to back them up, the average per-
son will be more favorably disposed toward them. I should also like to point out to
these learned gentlemen that I have the radar reports of this case, and have known of
the searchlight beam for years. I should 1like to see either of them place a search-
light beam in the same position where Conger, Leyden and I saw the disc. To other
readers of Dr. Menzel's books I wonder if he explained away many other cases in such a
erroneous fashion. If such is the case, then Dr. Menzel is not the type of scientist
to be relied upon! Explanations, such as in my case, without bothering to even check
with either the Civilian Defense in Jersey City or me; leave a big question in my mind
about all the other 'explanations' in his books. Did he do the same with them? How can
he explain the fact that when the photos are printed very lightly, the rim of the disc
I photographed shows up as a darker color than the background? If you photographed
something red against a dark sky both items will appeare black on a black-&-white
film. The only difference will be the shade of black on the print. If it is made too
dark both color shades will blend together; yet if made very lightly both shades will
stand out despite the fact that the print will look 'washed out', and not fit for re-
production in a magazine, book, etc.

One of the most important factors in this 'flying saucer' mystery is having photos
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published in the same manner they were photographed. Many of the pictures from my
files which have been used for books, magazines, newspapers, etc., have been incorrect
ly used for some reason or other. This will become undcrstandable more as other cases
unfold. A story was sent along with almost every photograph and it was very clearly
stated as to just what the photos show, how the photos were made; as well as by whom.
In many instances the photographic explanation is ignored, and the author uses his own
version - all too often misleading and imaginative!

This event on the Skywatch Tower started me on the road to put in almost all of my
spare time and money into UFO research. What manner of proof do you need that flying
saucers DO exist? In this case alone you have practically everything that could be
asked for! The UFO was sighted by three people on the Skywatch Tower - it was reported
by another lookout tower - the sighting was phoned directly to the filter center - the
center confirmed that they had it on radar - two photographs were taken - hundreds of
people phoned the police and the newspapers! Must you thrust your hand into the saucer
cockpit before you will admit that it is there? Reports have come from all over the
world and in Washington, D.C. the UFOs were SEEN and CHASED over the CAPITAL building,
the very same week that I took the photos!! IF, it was not a SAUCER that we three saw,
reported and photographed; then what was IT? Is it something that our government - or,
another government has developed? If it were, would we be testing such a vehicle over
crowded cities, commercial air lanes, and still be spending millions of dollars to get
to the moon with clumsy rockets that are so obviously outclassed by the UF0? Would we
test this vehicle over every other country on earth; thereby risking the possibility
of a malfunction over foreign air space and the resultant loss of vital intelligence
data concerning its operation?

Can it be possible that people from other planets are really visiting us... as has
been reported many times in 'contact' stories? I have always found it difficult to buy
the contact stories, but I do feel that they have merit and are of sufficient interest
to be told to the world. Time alone will prove their ultimate worth and value. The mo-
tivating factor and factors behind the flying saucer manifestation is as yet unknown
but as time progresses someone, somewhere, someday and somehow, will learn just what
is behind this phenomenon. When this is accomplished, we in UFO0 RESEARCH will be free
to relax our minds. For the present however, the mystery has us fast in its grip, and
that grip shall not be released until a solution is found.

i o
RADAR SPECIALISTS ). M. Copeland (left) and James Ritchev man the radar-«cope
at Wadhington, D. (.« National Airport on which they xaw onidentified flving objecta.
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Special announcement

PROBE MAGAZINE is pleased to announce that Joseph L. FERRIERE,
Managing Editor, is now available for lectures, radio and TV appearances.

If you are interested in a FACTUAL presentation of the Flying Saucer
Mystery, and in seeing actual motion picture film and photos of UFOs,

CONTACT: PROBE, 132 Fifth Ave., Woonsocket, R.I. 02895 for details.
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SEVENTY TWO HOURS OF HELL

EDITOR'S NOTE: In the Spring-I1967 issue of Probe,an advertisement appeared,
announcing the publication of the Skywatch Tower Case. In that w«dvertise-
ment, the following question was asked - "Why was I held for 72 hours by the
FBI?" It has since been determined that Roberts was not held by the FBI as
stated previously. However, he was held and grilled for 72 hours in the
offices of a newspaper, and a police station, =2and one of the men interro-
gating him was an FBI man! Your editor takes full responsibility for having
misinterpreted the incident and hereby apologizes in having unintentionally
misled the reader. The mistake was discovered too-late to rectify the si-
tuation, as the Spring issue was on the presses and rolling. - However, the
foregoing account is correct and, I am sure you will agree, fascinating, in
itself! We cannot help but wonder why a photograph of a "searchlight team",
as Dr. Menzel would have us believe, created such a fantastic uproar and
placed Mr. Roberts in the midst of boiling controversy! - J. L. Ferriere

The point that the photographs taken on July 28th 1952, were of tremendous interest
and of the utmost importance, cannot be over-emphasized. Flying Saucers had been seen
in ever-increasing numbers along the eastern seaboard; but this was the very first
time that someone had 'snapped' a UFO cavorting over the eastern seaboard; and right
over the heart of New York at that!

As stated in the preceeding chapter, Roberts had left the tower after taking the
photos and had gone to get some rest, asking Jim Leyden to give him a phone call, and
warn him, should the Air Fforce decide to pay an un-announced visit. Roberts had
been in bed but a few minutes when Leyden's call came through, and Roberts hurriedly
made some extra prints before anyone arrived. In about ten minutes, there was a sharp
rap on the door and Roberts went to answer it. Upon opening the door he was a bit sur-
prised to see, not Air fForce Officers as he had expected, but two policemen from the
local precinct. One of the policemen asked: "Your name Roberts?", to which Augie rep-
lied affirmatively. "Get the film and come with us".Roberts asked what was going on? -
what film? but was told to "never mind what's going on". They told him to get the film
of the photos he had taken and Roberts explained that the film was downstairs and that
it was still wet. The two policemen didn't care if it was wet or not, "just get it and
come with us!"

By this time a crowd of curiosity seekers had gathered around the police car out-
side of Augie's home and the crowd began to buzz when they saw Roberts being escortec
from his home, one policeman at each side, the wet film dripping on the sidewalk, as
Roberts held it in his hand. "Believe me, it certainly didn't look very good. I'm sure
the crowd thought that I was under arrest, and when they saw the film, I can well
imagine what they thought I was being arrested for!"
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Once inside the car, he was driven down to the main police station where Inspector
Foley was waitirg to see the film. Roberts was told that the film would be well taken
care of and that the police wanted their Chief Photographer to inspect the film. A bit
later Roberts heard the Chief Photographer tell the Inpector that the film was not
faked, and that there was indeed a true image in the sky, on the film. Roberts then
underwent a series of interrogations. Ffor hours different officers would badger him
with question after question, making him repeat the details of the incident over and
over again,

Finally, after hours of this, Roberts was told by the Inspector that the pictures
would be printed and published in the newspapers. At this time Inspector Foley told
Roberts - "If I ever thought for one moment that these pictures were faked, I would
have you locked up!" That statement was, of course, a bit presumptious as there is no
law against photographing UFOs, nor is there a law against faking pictures for that
matter. The real point that the Inspector was trying to make, albeit a bit harshly,
was that he was putting his seal of approval on the photos and his reputation was
going on the line. It would not go well with Roberts if the Inspector later discovered
he had been duped. Roberts assured him that the photos were definitely authentic and
was then allowed to leave. He went to the tower and soon discovered that his 'leave'
was to be short-lived.

While he was on the tower, Roberts received a call from the Jersey Journal, asking
him to take a few pictures of the area where he had photographed the UF0O, ard Ering
them down to the newspaper office. Roberts, promptly doing so, arrived at the offices
of the Jersey Journal and soon found that he was urable to leave. Various excuses for
keeping him there were employed; prints had to be made, the original film (which the
Journal had obtained from the police) had to be re-checked, etc. All thkis time, Jim
Green, a reporter for the Journal was making phone calls, checking out Augie's story.
He called everyone involved and even spoke to a two-star general at the air base who
confirmed to Green that the UFO had been tracked on radar. Roberts was being plyed
with questions again, and what was really happening was that the Journal had an ex-
clusive on the story and they were detaining Roberts until the presses began to roll.
A call was placed from the Journal to the Air Force and they announced that they would
be down shortly for the original film. Roberts agreed to turn over the film to the Air
Force, and finally, at 11:00 a.m. he was told he could leave. He was worn out and ti-
red. It had now been about twenty-four hours since he had slept or had a good meal. He
went home and managed to catch a few winks before his phone rang again that afternoon
and he was requested to'visit the police station again, this time to be questioned by
detectives. This was the session that broke the camel's back.,

For virtually 48 hours Roberts was cross-examined by detectives and by various Air
Force personel. The station was swarming with reporters and photographers and Ronerts
wasn't given a moments rest. "For a combined total of three days my life was a virtual
hell. They just wouldn't let me alone. What did you see? - How is it possible? - what
do you think it was? etc., etc. They just never shut up! I was so worn out and beat
that I had to spend the rest of the week resting up at my sister's home. I was ques-
tioned, badgered, threathened, laughed at and insulted. In the end they accepted my
story, but what a price I paid! I hope I never go through that again. For 72 hours, I
resided in a living hell!"
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THE STRANGE VISITOR

The day the Skywatch Tower sighting hit the front pages of the Jersey newspapers, a
telephone call was put through from Massachusetts Institute of Technology to August C.
Rocerts. Roberts was not in at the time but his sister, Mrs. H. B. Conroy, took the
call.

The caller, a man, told her that he wanted to see Roberts; that it was of vital
importance that a meeting be arranged. She was so taken by the importance that the
caller attached to his meeting her brother that she made an appointment for Roberts to
see him next day.

The following day, at the pre-arranged time, Roberts was at work in his dark-room,
making extra prints, when a man, representing himself as the man who had called the
previous day, arrived and was admitted by Mrs. Conroy.

Roberts left the dark-room, which was situated in the basement, taking with him a
'blotter' (a book-type affair used to dry prints) with the still-wet prints inside and
met the man, whereupon both man went upstairs where Augie's room was situated.

Roberts asked the man what kind of help he needed, when the man replied that he wan
ted to hear the entire sighting related in detail. The man was of a very positive na-
ture and also wanted to see any and all other UFO information Roberts had. Roberts
complied on both counts. Of his first impression, Roberts says..."I had the impression
that he was waiting for me to tell him something that I shouldn't know." The man ap-
peared relieved that Roberts could not produce what he had actually expected him to.
The reader can best understand the impression related above by comparing it to the fe-
eling one undergoes when he anticipates a positively accurate answer to a question
he has put forth, that, for reasons known only to himself, he doesn't want to hear. A-
bove all, he seemed especially relieved that the photographs were not better than they
actually were.

The man then requested a copy of the second of the two photos taken by Roberts, and
asked if he might purchase one. He expressed dis-interest in photo No. 1, stating that
"The other will be sufficient for my need."

Roberts was not moved to sell the photo, but, when he saw how badly the man wanted
it, he agreed to sell him a print, explaining that the wet prints were all he had on
hand.

rices were discussed and Roberts explained that his usual price for an B by 1o
orint (Koberts also does commercial photography) was five dollars, but, that because
he did not really want to sell this particular print, and because it had a speci-
al value to him, ten dollars would be reasonable price. The man found this perfectly
acceptable, reached into his pocket and pulled out a 'roll of bills' the likes of
which foberts has never again seen any one man's person. He literally 'peeled off'a
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ten dollar bill as though it were nothing more than a worthless piece of paper, and
handed it to Roberts, who then handed the man a wet print of photo number two.

The man thanked Roberts and turned towards the door, carrying the print with both
hands. Roberts opened the door and the man started to walk out, suddenly stopped and
turned, transferring the print to one hand, and with the other hand reached into his
shirt pocket and pulled out a small piece of paper. He handed the paper to Roberts and
said: "You may find this very interesting", then he turned once more and walked away.

Roberts looked at the slip of paper and saw that it contained a hand-written mes-
sage that read as follows... "Atli Himalayas, by Nicholas Roerich, page 361-362."

Roberts, his curiosity aroused, attempted to buy the book referred to, but was un-
successful in finding a copy.In fact he is still seeking to purchase the book. He did,
however, find a copy in a local library, and upon checking the designated papers, was
amazed to find an intriguing observation of a UFO (described as a silvery oval) by the
Roerich party, in the year 1921.

As the man left, Roberts realized that he did not even know his name and started to
re-trace his steps down the stairs to find the man. But he was nowhere in sight. (I
asked Roberts to describe the stranger. He provided the following description:)

"He was of average height, stocky but solidly constructed., He wore light-colored
sports clothes and had dark hair. The extremely intelligent type. He knew exactly what
he was doing and at no time did he take any notes. I had no feeling of strangeness or
fear, in fact he radiated warmth and friendship of an odd indefinable sort. While I am
not the type who will normally go out of his way for a stranger, I did just this for
the man, and was glad to do so, since somehow I felt he was entitled to this co-
urtesy. He appeared to be about 30 years of age. After he had gone I realized that I
knew absolutely nothing about him, while he knew everything about me."

I asked Roberts if he would or could compare the visitor to any other man that he
had seen. He replied in this manner...

"He had military stature in a way, heavy set but appearing to be in excellent phy-
sical condition. Of all the people that I have ever met, the closest person that he
would resemble physically, is a man that I saw and photographed on Howard Menger's
farm in Highbridge, New Jersey, whom, much to my regret, Dr. Frank E. Stranges identi-
fies as VAL-THOR, from the planet VENUS."

A WARNING FROM "THREE MEN IN BLACK”

In 1952 a new civilian UFO research group, The International Flying Saucer Bureau,
was founded by Albert K. Bender. Headquarters for the IFSB was in Bender's home  town
of Bridgeport, Connecticut. The group quickly gained considerable prominence and a De-
partment of Investigation was set up. Gray Barker of Clarksburg, West Virginia was
named Chief Investigator and August C. Roberts was appointed Chief Photographer. Other
members of the department were: Dominic Lucchesi - Chief Aeronautics Engineer; Lonzo
Dove - Chief Astronomer; and Reverend S. L. Daw - Chiet Theologian.

All indications were that the IFSB was moving steadily toward an eventual solu-
tion of the Flying Saucer Mystery and in the third issue of Space Review, the official
publication of the IFSB, August C. Roberts wrote...
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"Reading about flying saucers, discs, objects, cartwheels, dimes, fireballs, or any
thing else you want to call them is interesting, but without a photographer or o-
ther proof to back up the sightings, words are almost worthless. As yet, no one has e-
ver really proven that saucers do exist, so we, as members of the IFSB, should try our
best to do so. That saucers are resl, we know, but how about proving it to the rest of
the world? If we succeed, the IFSB will go down in history. When the reports start co-
ming over the radio and appearing in newspapers close to your home town, get outside,
and begin looking for these flying wonders.

One of the first things to do is to get that camera out of mothballs, and have it
in readiness for sudden use. As skywatchers for Civil Defense, we are in strategic po-
sitions to look for them, since CD has direct phone service from the towers to the Air
Force Filter Center, and should any saucers be spotted by any other skywatch post, the
Alr Force will contact your post to be on the lookout for them. If witnesses are on
hand when an object is sighted, the story is more likely to be believed than if only
sighted by one person.

A friendly tip to assure a good photograph (if you are lucky enough to spot this
pheromenon) is to practise light exposure using the moon as a guide. Most objects seem
to be as bright, except their color varies from silver to bright orange, while reports
even have them listed under all colors of the rainbow. Their speed, too, has been dis-
puted as from standing motionless to thousands of miles per hour. Regardless of color
or speed, aim that camera at it and press that button. If your efforts are not rewar-
ced, do not feel too badly or give up, because the only pictures on record today have
been taken this way. Perhaps you may get a clear, sharp, distinct print, which will
prove that there are such things as flying saucers."

Roberts sent Al Bender some prints of the 1952 Skywatch Tower photos, along with a
series of 'flashbomb' photos (see photo section) that he had taken. Roberts is always
very careful about writing down an accompanying explanation of all photos that he
sends out by jotting on the back of the print the time, place, location and date of
the photo, as well as who took the picture.

Bender forwarded the prints to a book publishing firm in England. This firm, des-
pite precautions taken by Roberts to avoid confusing the pictures, did exactly that!
The photos were mixed up (albeit unintentionally) and one of the flashbomb photos was
used in the Leslie-Adamski book "Flying Saucers Have Landed". The photo was presented
as the July 28th 1952 Skywatch Tower photo and many people have since made the same
mistake as regards Roberts' photograph. Some have even done so far as to call him a
liar and faker for having a photo of a 'lens reflection' presented as genuine UFO in
this book, when in truth, Roberts had gone to great length to avoid such a mix-up from
coming about! Let it now be understood, once and for all, that the error was made in
England and that Roberts has never attempted to 'pass off' the flashbomb photo as any-
thing other than an internal lens reflection!

The IFSB was to see publication of only two more issues of Space Review, and the
group came to a premature and shocking demise in September of 1953. Al Bender had
been visited by three myterious men dressed in black suits. He had been given the
answer to the UFO puzzle and had been forced to close down the IFSB immediately!!
These mysterious visitors had sworn him to silence under threats of violence and Al
Bender, the once intrepid seeker of truth and knowledge, was now a terribly frightened
man who refused to ever discuss flying saucers anymore!

The mystery of exactly what did happen to Albert K. Bender, despite a book that he
authored ten years later, is largely considered un-answered even to this day. Roberts,
who had become closely associated with Bender, was shocked and simply could not be-

22



lieve that Bender had been so suddenly and specifically hushed up. In order to per-
ceive the role played by Roberts in attempting to get the truth from Al Bender, we
resort to the best available source. Gray Barker authored a book entitled "They Knew
Too Much About Flying Saucers" in which he explored tkhe Bender mystery. Excerpts from
his book, one of the best ever published, shall give us a keener insight.

It was through his work with the IFSB that Barker made the acquaintance of Dominic
Lucchesi and August Roberts. Of Roberts, Barker said: "It seems that many people
must personally see a saucer before they are convinced something unusual is troubling
the heavens. It may have been like that with Augie".

In a tape-recordda transcript from "They Knew Too Much About Flying Saucers", Domi-
nic Lucchesi tells Gray Barker of how he and Roberts attempted to pry the facts from
Albert K, Bender...

"It all began when Augie bought a new car last week. [ worked on it for him Satur
day, making some adjustments they had missed at the sales agency. - The next day being
Sunday, Augie said he'd like to try the car out on a 1long trip, and we decicded to
drive to Bridgeport and see Al Bender. As you know it's only about 75 or 8o miles, and
takes only about twn hours to get there; and with the pressure of work as it is now it
is quite relaxing to be able to get out of town now and then and enjoy a nice drive on
Sunday. 5o I telephoned Al from my home and asked him if he would be there; and he
said he would.

On the way, Augie's car over-heated, probably due to a blocked radiator, and we de-
cided it would be more practical to turn back since the over-heating might easily da-
mage the engine which had not yet been broken in. Augie called Al from his house, to
tell him we wculdn't be able to get there. Augie asked Al if there was anything new in
'Saucerology', as he put it.

Al told Augie that the Space Review WOULD come out on Octocer 15, but whether it
would come out after that, was something else.Well, Augie was quite persistent, and
kept pushing Al for more information. Finally Al stated bluntly: "I know the secret of
the discs!"

Augie asked Al if he or I, that is Augie or myself, would be able to find out the
same thing that Al had found out by studying what saucer data we had on hand. Al said
'YES', but that he was pledged to secrecy, on his honor as an American citizen not to
speak about the actual thing that he knew. In other words, Al told Augie that ......HE
KNOWS WHAT THE SAUCERS ARE! - and that - THE THREE MEN HAD PLEDGED HIM TO SILENCE!

]

Augie asked Al if he should continue with his photographs and other methods of re-
search which would assist in the solution of the problem; and Al said for Augie not to
waste his time or money delving deeper into the saucer mystery.

Gray, from Augie's conversation with him, and my own impressions upon hearing his
voice during this telephone call, it seems a great change has come over Al. The way Al
talked to Augie, it sounded as if something horrible might be going to take place.....
"The truth" Al said "is FANTASTIC!"

As I said, I haven't seen Augie since we talked with Al, which means he is in a
state of confusion or even fright. Probably he is trying to figure the entire thing
out and decide whether or not te should go ahead +trying to find a solution. The way
Augie quoted Al, he said: "I went into the fantastic and came up with the answer."

Barker then called Roberts and induced Augie and Dominic to visit Bender,taking
down notes of anything Bender may say that might appear to have significance. This was
to be accomplished by Augie telling Bender that he had taken a laxative, thereby af-
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Albert K. Bender lectures to
a group in New York.
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fording Augie to make numerous trips to the 'john', where he would write down Bender's
remarks without Bender's knowledge.

Roberts managed to note an interesting series of questions and answers and we re-

print them here, drawing once more from Barker's book, "They Knew Too Much About
Flying Saucers".

=l alaly=l=lyslys)

When did the three men visit you? A. I can't answer that.

Who were the men? A. I can't answer that.

Were they from the government? A. I can't answer that.

Do saucers come from space? A. I can't answer that.

Are the saucers real? Are they made of something solid? A. I can't answer that.

Does it have anything to do with the space program? A. I can't answer that.

Can you tell me where you found your source of information?

A. I was turning a theory over and over in my mind. When I got some actual names
and places to back it up I submitted it to someone. Then the men came.

Who was that 'someone' you mentioned? A. I can't answer that.

Does it have anything at all to do with the Shaver Mystery?

A. No answer at all. (Bender tensed noticeably when asked)

Is the flying saucer going to be a help to the world?

A. It's going to be both good and bad.

Are saucers going to harm us in any way? A. I can't answer that.

What do you think of Shaver? Is there anything to his stories?

A. No answer. Bender changed the subject.

Do you think it will be safe for me to go on the skywatch tower all alone at night?

A. It would be safer. (Roberts belives Bender probably meant to say it would be
safer on the tower than it would be on the ground)

Are all of us who trying to find out what the saucers are about going to get into

trouble over it? A. I don't believe so.
Will Gray, Dom and I get into trouble over what you found out? Did we have anything
to do with giving you a clue? A. No, to both questions.

Does the government know about saucers?
A. They have known what they are for two years.

. Will they tell people what they are?

A. It has got to the point where they will have to.

When will the government tell the pecple atout the saucers?

A. If not within five months from now, not for about four years.

Is it going to be frightening to a lot of people?

A. If people like you and me have and idea what saucers are, and expect something
unusual and fantastic, think whar will happen when it is suddenly told to peo-
ple who are totally un-prepared.

Do we have any defense for it? A. No.

Can we stop what is going to happen?

A. Just as the three men who paid me a visit were .leaving, one of them lingered for
a moment and said: "In our government we have the smartest men in the country.
They can't find a defense for it. How can YOU do anything about it?

In that case 1'l1l buy myself a good gun. A. That won't help you much.

Can it be stopped by a bullet? A. I can't answer that.

Why can't you talk freely about this thing?

A. Just before the men left one of them said: "I suppose you know you're on your
honor as an American., If I hear another word out of your office you're in
trouble!"

What will they do with you if you give out information?

A. Put me in jail and keep me shut up.
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Would they put ME in jail if I found out and told? A. Yes.

At home do I have the answer as to what the saucers are?

A. I'm quite sure you do.

Can you tell me where to luok for the answer? A. 1 can't tell you that.

How did you find out about it? Can't you tell me just where you got your theory?

A. All I can say is this: "It was something that I was thinking about for a long
time. I went into the fantastic and came up with the answer.

How did the three men find out about your theory?

A. I wrote about it and was gwuing to have it printed. I sent it to a friend of mine
and right after that the three men paid me a visit. They had the story with ther .

Were the men.friendly with you?

A. They were pretty rough with me. Two men did the talking, and the other kept wat-
ching me all the time they were here. He didn't take his eyes off me.

Did you notice what the men wore?

A. They wore the same type clothes and hats. Dark clothes and black hats.

Did they make any comments about the size of IFSB?

A. One of them went over to the map on the wall, saw all the pins denoting locations
of IFSB representatives, and said: "God, but you're all over the place!"

What else did they do in your office besides talk?

A. They took the serial numbers of my tape recorders.

Do they know about Gray, Dom and me?

A. They had all of your addresses and details about you with them with the papers
they had in their hands.

Do the saucers have life in them? A I can't answer that.

Do the saucers come from Venus as stated in Adamski's book?

A. I can't answer that,

Do they come from Mars? A. I can't answer that.

I would like to write a story to sell to a magazine. Can you give me a good subject

to write about? (This question was asked in the hope of obtaining some clue)

A. Here is something no one has used before. Suppose there was another world out in
space, and there the people were black. What do you think would happen if they
came to this planet? Do you think they would help the colored or white people?
You know the prejudices that exist here, and if they came to earth, what do you
think would happen? It would make a good story, don't you think?

what will happen to the world when the people find out about the saucers?

A. There are going to be quite a few changes, in all things.

Will it affect science? A. It is going to put a big dent in it.

Are you making any long-range plans, say for about five years from now? A. Yes.

Then the world isn't going to come to an end? .

A. No answer. The subject was changed to the ice caps of the South Pole.

Do you think the world will fall over if the ice keeps accumulating?

A. I don't know.

Has the South Pole anything to do with the saucers? A. I can't answer that.

There are only half a dozen things I can think of right now to explain the saucers:

"Out of space, something to do with a space platform, some government on earth owns

it, Shaver was right, it's in the ocean, it could be a time machine. Or it may very

well be that the United States has reached the Moon.

A. You forgot about natural phenomena.

Do you mean the saucers are life themselves? If so I can't believe that. I saw one

last year, and it was a solid aircraft of some kind. A. I can't answer that.

Why do you delay answering each of my questions for a few seconds?

A. I'm afraid of slipping; if I do I can get into a lot of trouble.

As you can see, something had indeed happened to Albert K. Bender, and August Ro-
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berts was never to determine exactly what that something was. But it may be that Augie
had unearthed some vital information, for, in September of 1964, eleven years after
the 'Bender Incident', Norman Schreibstein received a visit from three mysterious men
DRESSED IN BLACK, who said that they wanted to visit his small observatory in North-
eastern Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and get a 'FIX' on the work he was doing. Schreib-
stein was involved in UFO research,

Schreibstein escorted them to the observatory and was surprised to see that they
were much more interested in his transistor radio and tape recorder than in the clip-
pings and photos on the walls. He remembers distinctly that the three men took down
some information off the nameplate of the tape recorder!

The three men showed interest in only one photograph. The one taken by... August C.
Roberts! Schreibstein recalls one of them saying..."Roberts no good. He had better
watch out", in very menacing tones!

A hollow threat from three fictitious men who exist only in the imagination of the
observer? I only wish that this were so, but the truth is that August C. Roberts may
be in more trouble than he anticipates.

The mysterious 'three men in black' that so many UFO investigators had safely rela-
gated to the 'lunatic fringe' suddenly took on a shocking and definite reality on
January 29, 1967, when the following story was featured in newspapers throughout the
world. We got our copy of the newspaper story from A.P. Lake in England; and the head-
lines sent a slight shiver down our collective spines. Here is the newspaper story...

Mystery Men In 'Flying Saucer! Probe

Mysterious men dressed in Air Force uniforms or bearing impressive creden-
tials from Government agencies have been trying to "silence"™ people who
have seen unidentified flying objects (U.F.O.s or Flying Saucers).

This was confirmed today by Col. George Freeman, the Pentagon spokesman
for Project Bluebook, an Air Force scheme to investigate all UFO reports.

A team of scientists will try to determine, once and for all, whether
"flying saucers" are myth or reality.

The sudden appearance of unidentified people apparently trying to supress
information is an added mystery. "These men are not connected with the Air
Force", said Col. Freeman.

He cited one case 1in which police officers and other witnesses at sight-
ings in New Jersey were said to have been told by a man in Air Force
uniform that they"hadn't seen anything"and should not discuss the incident.

"We checked with the local Air Force base", Col. Freeman said, "and dis-
covered that no one connected with the Air Force had visited the area on
that date.”

Another man, bearing credentials from the North American Air Defence, saw
Mr. Rex Heflin, who had tsken a series of pictures in California in 1965,
and demanded the originals.

Later, the defence body denied having anything to do with the incident.
The photographs have never been returned.

In February, 1960, Mr. Joe Perry, a restaurant owner in Grand Blanc,
Michigan, took a similar set of pictures and was soon visited by two men
posing as FBI agents. They seized a photograph of a dome-shaped object with
a green tail.
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More recently, a man claiming to represent "a government agency so secret
that he couldn't give its name" questioned two boys at a school in Norwalk,
Connecticut,about a disc~-shaped object they said hed pursued them last year

"We haven't been able to find out anything about these men,"Col. Freemsn
admitted. "We would sure like to catch one."

Eerie aerial objects, strange visits from "mysterious men", people frightened into
silence, and an ominous threat that August C. Roberts "had better watch out."

Imagination? - Hoax? - Delusion? - Maybe so. But all the same, a threat has been
issued, and we know one man who isn't laughing. - And how about you dear reader? Have
YOU seen a flying saucer,..?

THE AIR FORCE SNAFU

An official report of the July 28th 1952 Skywatch Tower case was filed with the US
Air Force within days. The original prints of the UFO were picked up by A.F. personel,
and the officials at Project Bluebook admitted to the press that they could not expla-
in the object photographed by Roberts.

Newspaper headlines blared forth the amazing story of the first AUTHENTIC photo of
"flying saucer" over the eastern seaboard, and, with the saucers having cavorted over
Washington, D.C. during the same month, the public was up in arms as they pondered the
mysterious sky objects.

The Skywatch Tower sighting, a case that appeared to be one of the most "solid"
cases for UFO reality, began to take on mysterious aspects almost immediately. Ffor
example, while Jim Leyden was on the telephone hookup to the filter center, both he
and Roberts had heard a two-star General admit flatly, "Yes, we have it on radar." Yet
when the Air Force was questioned by the press, they stated that they did not pick up
the UFO on radar!

Also, the observer on the tower reported that after they had phoned in the report,
several planes had appeared in the same area, apparently looking for the UFO, which
had since vanished. {ince again when questioned about this, authorities at Stewart Air
Force Base said that they did not send any planes up to intercept because "the infor-
mation we got was too sketchy for air defense action.”

I asked Roberis about these apparent contradictions and he replied, "Joe, in all
the years that I have been involved in this field,l have written and said many things.
Look back through the years and point out to me where I have ever once told a lie!
Both Jim Leyden and myself heard a two-star General, I can't remember his name, state
very emphatically, "Yes, we have it on radar". I don't give a damn what the "authori-
ties" told the press. That thing was a MACHINE and they DID HAVE IT CON RADAR! They say
they didn't send. up any planes because the information was too "sketchy". Well that is
not only a lie, it is stupid and ridiculous! Our job, Joe, was to protect the eastern
seaboard from any possible invasion by a foreign power! Do you really believe that the
Air Forece, knowing that there was an object hovering over New York that did not in any
way identify itself or comply to FAA standards, would sit back and do absolutely no-
thing about it? What is "sketchy" information I ask you? The thing was seen visually
by the three of us and was also reported from Plainfield and Tarrytown. Photographs
were taken and the UFO's presence was confirmed by direct lime to the Air Force Filter
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Center! I told you that planes were seen in the area as soon as the object left, and
those planes had to come from somewhere!"

I have checked out August C. Roberts' past records and I have worked very closely
with him over the last three years. I have yet to find one single case where he has
"lied" or attempted to mislead the public. I am finmally convinced that his truthful-
ness and honesty remain unblemished.

On the other hand, 1 have also checked out past performances by the Air fForce per-
sonel who have been in charge of handling UFO information and public information, and,
found that their collective honesty and integrity leave much to be desired.

It is not outside the realm of possibility that the early contradictory reports by
the Air Force were aimed at confusing the details of a very solid UFO observation,
thereby relegating the sighting, which had gained national attention, to a somewhat
"questionable" category in the public eye, a tactic most effective in eliminating
embarrasing questions!

Indeed, after the initial outburst of publicity, the case very quickly slithered
into the backgrouord, and became virtually forgotten. The case was overlooked by many
authors who entered the field of UFO0 investigation and the Air Force personel at Pro-
ject Bluebook maintained a discreet silence, 1lest some inquisitive researcher reopen
Pandora's box. But even the "Brass Curtain" has a few tiny holes in it, and in Septem-
ber of 1964, a man by the name of Hayden C. Hewes, of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, managed
to stick a finger through one of those tiny, remote holes.

Hewes wrote to Wright Patterson Air Force Base - Project Bluebook Headquarters, for
an analysis of the July 28th 1952 Skywatch Tower photos, and when he got his reply,
Pandora laughed, laughed hysterically at the new-found freedom of her horrendous pets.
For there, in black and white, and right from the "horse's mouth" was the indisputable
evidence that the '"experts" had either intentionally (such a disgusting thought) or
accidentally, mixed up the photographs, and were, in effect, studying and releasing
information on, the right sighting, but the WRONG PHOTOS!

Hewes immediately sent the photographic analysis to Roberts. Roberts was amazed!
How could they have made such an obvious error? Any child, upon receiving the original
report with the original prints, could tell the difference; but apparently a team of
expert investigators could not! This was what we had been waiting for. Roberts sent
the analysis along to me, copies were made, and a copy of the photographic analysis,
as it was sent out, is reproduced here! (see copy on next page)

Let us analyze this "analysis", if we may be so bold. Please, note the "date" next
and to the right of the "location". The July 28, 1952, dating makes it clear that the
analysis refers to the Skywatch Tower sighting. The first indication of a foul-up is
found in the statement: "The image as viewed in the upper right quadrant of the photo!

On the July 28, 1952, negative the image is in the upper LEFT quadrant! "Reflected
light intensity from the object suggests a close proximity to the centrally located
light source". On the July, 1952, photo there is no "centrally located light source!"
But the key phrase is, "Resolution and degree of image acuity of the object falls bet-
ween the front telegraph pole and back telegraph pole implying a position somewhere
between the two telegraph poles."

There are no "poles" of any kind whatsoever on the skywatch tower photo of July 28,
1952! The analysis is a direct reference to the "FLASHBOMB" photo, taken on June 6th,
1949!

For the benefit of the "experts" and for anyone else who may undertake active re-
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Page 661 of p pages

PHOTO ANALYSIS REPORT mr 64-49 Date of report 9 Sept. 1964

Subject UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

Tocation NEW YORK, N&EW YORK Date 28 July 1952
PHOTOGRAPHY

AF IR CUALITY Fair

P HRS

1. PURPOSE: This photo analysis report is in answer to V0 # 64-62
submitted by D.N. lloody, TDEW. The image as viewed in the upper
right quadrant of the photo apmears to be a bright hemispherical
object. However, the overall reflective characteristics imply that
the object is probably spherical.

2, ANATYSIS: Reflected light intensity from the object suggests a
close proximity to the centrally located light source. Shadow and
reflected light distributed on the object suggests a location
slightly in front of the illumination source. Resolution and
degree of image acuity of the object falls between the front
telegraph pole and back telephone pole implying a position some-
where between the two telegraph poles. Estimating the cross arnms
of the telegraph poles to be 5 feet in length the object would be
aporoximately 3 feet in diameter.

3. From the above evaluation and associated imagery the object
appears to have a terrestrial source and is a sphere suspended
in the air such as a gas-filled balloon.

PHOTO ANALYSIS BY: APPROVED BY:
signed signed

RICHARD C, JACOBS WILLIAM L. TURNER
INTELLIGENCE RESEARCH SPECIALIST Captain, USAF

Chief, Photo Analysis Division

signed

WILEBER PRICE, JR.

Director, Photo lIxploitation
Directprate

Exact copy of original of photo analysis.
Jo



search in this field, we print both photos, on a single page, with a clear and conzise
description of each. The fact that the Air Force has unfortunately confused the photos
leads one to wonder just how many other cases had been "mixed up" in a similar manner.
I firmly believe that, regardless of the lucid explanation as to the difference be-
tween the 1949 and 1952 photos, some misguided individual will see fit to continue
confusing this particular incident. "What fools are we who cannot see the forest for
the trees!"

"FLASHBOMB" PHCTO.
June 6th 1949,

The second photo of UFO
July 2B8th 1952.

(Light at right is Metro-
politan Life Building)
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MEN, SAUCERS AND WORDS

by AUGUST C. ROBERTS

Ninety-five percent of all alleged UFO and so-called flying saucer photographs to date
are, in my personal opinion, direct and deliberate fakes! The test of time has proven
over and over again the truth of this statement; and it will continue to do so in the
years that lie before us.

Statements of this nature, because they are true, have been largely ignored or de-
liberately misinterpreted by those who have sought to exploit the flying saucer phe-
nomenon rather than explore it objectively for the sake of pure knowledge.

For over twenty years I have attempted to point out facts regarding saucers, from a
photographic point of view. But many of those who were in a position to convey these
truths to the general public, have, for reasosns best known only to themselves, chosen
to do otherwise. Their thoughts appear to be, "how much money can I make from this
subject."

Unless truth can be made to pay off for them, it is valueless in their eyes. These
people are not only magazine editors, book publishers, newspaper reporters and radio
or TV personalities. They come from all walks of life. Because I would not agree to
compromise my ideals and distort the truth to comply with their standards, I have been
called some rather filthy names by people who display a public image of kindness and
friendliness.

Many have taken my truths and changed them to fit their own needs. As an example, I
received a phone call from a writer by the name of Tom Tide. He explained to me that
he was writing for the wire services and that all of my friends in this field had
agreed to work with him and had given him my address and phone number.

Because he was in a hurry to beat a deadline, he asked if I would be willing to
give him all the information he needed over the telephone. I did not feel that the re-
quest was out of order, but I stressed to him that I did not want anything but the
truth printed and that a copy of what he was writing be sent to me before it was put
into print. He gave me his "word of honor" that he would do this and so I proceeded to
answer all of his questions. I explained the skywatch tower case as well as other
cases that I had worked on, ending with a complete account of the Wanaque ReseVoir
sightings.

This man did not fulfill a single promise that he made to me, and when friends all
over the world began sending me clippings of his article, I was shocked to learn that
he had printed many untruths and distortions, and in such a manner so as to make it
appear that it was I who was telling these lies! He mixed up the skywatch tower case
ard the vianaque story, putting them together to read like a scienece-fiction story.
This caused me much trouble, as many people called and wrote asking me to explain what
harpezned. I have since tried many times to make contact with Tom Tide, but as yet have
not been able to locate him., When I do, I plan to make life a little more interesting
for him! I would urge all who are interested in this UFO mystery to be very careful in
your dealings with this man, should he contact you for information.

Hecause I do not have the time or space in this wonderful 1little magazine to say
all that has accumulated over the years, 1let me just tell the reader a number of
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Photo from the files of A. Roberts.
No informatiorn availeable.

M, P o
o - Photo from the files of A. Roberts.

z No information available.

Could this be one of the 95% of photos
that Roberts feels are deliberate fakes?
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Photo submitted by A. Roberts.
No further information given.
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e S, B g =
Photo taken by LIFE Magazine Staff Photographer, submitted by
A. Roberts. UFO over New York, the night of the East-coast:
"BLACKOUT" Nov. 9th '65.
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things that have bothered me regarding this subject.

Had I not seen that object from the Skywatch Tower in 1952, I, today would not be-
lieve anything regarding flying saucers, There are a number of undesirable elements in
the UFO field today that we did not have in the old days, when the mystery was in its
infancy.

Youngsters did not send up polyester bags filled with hot air and 1lighted by can-
dles simply to try and fool the public. I have watched in disgust the leaders of a
group called T.I.C.A.P. (Technical Investigating Committee on Aerial Phenomena) on the
Wanaque Bam last year, trying to fake UFO photos with a polaroid camera! This was
being done at night and they had no idea they were being observed.

I have seen young boys make kites that looked like saucers, and when sent up very
high, would look like a very strange object in the sky. I have also read in the news-
papers, the following day, that many people saw the "kites" and reported them as fly-
ing saucers. When I contacted the newspapers and attempted to explain that I knew what
the objects were, the editors were not in the least interested in printing the truth
regarding these sightings.

Because I have been connected with men like Albert K. Bender, Gray Barker ard James
Moselet, as well as others, many grcups who feel that these men might not be telling
the truth, automatically regarded me as a liar by association!

As an example, many members of NICAP (National Investigations Committee on Aerial
Phenomena) feel this way. Practically every NICAP member that I have talked to tells
me that he has not read They Knew Too Much About Flying Saucers, nor does he have any
intention of doing so. Much of the story that appears in Gray Barker's book, is infor-
mation that I had gathered along with my very good friend Dominic Lucchesi. This
information was straight and honest, and we gathered it first hand! It has always been
a source of amazement to me how NICAP people could know so much about all the "lies"
in Gray Barker's book, without ever having taken the trouble to read the book!

NICAP likes to refer to itself as a '"scientific" investigating committee. I have
always been under the impression that truly scientific investigators leave no_stone
unturned when investigating a scientific problem!

Another important point concerning the NICAP leaders. A number of times over the
years, I have offered the NICAP leaders all of the information and photographs in my
files. I offered to make this available to them at my own cost, and at all times, I
have been turned down'

Can it possibly be that with all of the thousands of feet of recorded tape inter-
views, all of the years I have put into gathering information, not one case or photo
or one bit of information has any value, any truth, that might have helped them in
their "search for an end to the UFO mystery?"

Donald E. Keyhoe is a person that I have never worked with, though I have worked
with all the other well-known researchers at one time or another, but this was his
choice and not mine. He has done a great job in this work, but his name too recalls a
sore spot in my memory.

It goes back to one day whem Keyhoe was speaking to a group in New York City. I as-
ked him, at that time, if he would put his autograph in a special book that I had, and
which contained the autographs of many of the people who were working on the saucer
mystery.

This autographed book was very special to me, because it was one that my niece,
Judith Ann Conroy owned, and she had been collecting autographs for years. The book
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had some of the biggest names in the field in 1it.

Major Donald E. Keyhoe refused to sign this book and stated that if I wantec HIS
autograph, I would have to present him one of his books! I told him that I already ow-
ned all of the books he had written and explained to him that the autograph was not
for myself but for a little girl who thought a lot of his work. But it was to no avail
- HE would not do so.

It is certainly true that he had every right to refuse my request. But ever since
that day, I have wondered just how big and how important this Major Keyhoe was, that
he would refuse a little girl such a simple request. Judith Ann Conroy has autograpns
from movie stars and many important people, from this country and others as well. Maj.
Donald E., Keyhoe is the one _and only person who has ever refused her an autograph.

The leaders of NICAP have claimed that Dr. Frank E. Stranges is a liar and a cheat!
This may be true, but I will stick to my own beliefs until such time as he does some-
thing to me personally to make me change my mind. But as for the leaders of NICAP, it
is a different story. They are in a position that has enabled them to obtain knowledge
regarding this man that I could never obtain.

If this Dr. Stranges is such a liar and a cheat, and if he is hoodwinking the pu-
blic with the "lies" in his books and the showing of his movie "Phenomena 7.7", then
why don't they who are in power put him where he belongs; behind bars; and stop his
"fraudulent claims" from reaching the public ear? Why is it that one of NICAP's stron-
gest supporters assisted Dr. Stranges in the production of "Phenomena 7.7"?

As for Mr. Richard Hall... here is a gentleman who many have heard much about. Some
of it good, and, a lot of it bad. As for myself, I do not know him and have never met
him, nor do I ever wish to. As far as I am concerned Richard Hall is not entirely use-
less... he can still serve as a horrible example.

So much for NICAP. Except perhaps for my own interpretation of what the letters NI-
CAP really stand for: Neurotic Ignoramuses Confusing All people. - Now for my thoughts
concerning some of the other people in this field of research...

ALBERT K. BENDER - To me, Al Bender's story is not yet a closed case and time shall
be the judge of its validity. As far as I am concerned Albert K. Bender was one of the
greatest men ever to work on this so-called flying saucer mystery. If he were to start
another group tomorrow, in the same manner that he did fifteen years ago, I would
march right along with him and be proud to do so!

GRAY BARKER - Gray Barker is a big man, well over six feet in height. But, while he
is a big man in size, he is a bigger man yet in gquality. He is that rare type of per-
son who, regardless of what he accomplishes or the manner in which he does so, you can
always respect for being a commodity rare on the common market today - a true friend.

JAMES W. MDSELEY - Jim Moseley, on the other hand, is everything that Al Bender and
Gray Barker were not. He has never been what could be called a friend, and at times
many of the things that he has done has been, in my opinion, questionable. But with
all of his faults, he still is one of the big men in the saucer field and a person can
work with him after a fashion. He may be wrong in a number of things that he does, but
while I may not agree with him, I will fight for his right to disagree with anyone.
He has played an important part in this mystery as the publisher and editor of Saucer
News. The voice of Saucer News may be a little cracked at times, but at least it is
still out there shouting, and making a number of the genmeral public aware that some-
thing does exist in our skies.

HAYDEN C. HEWES - Once the director of the I.1.0.U.F.0. in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,

36



was respected by many persons in the saucer field. I too, had that respect for this
man. I was sorry to hear that he had to disband his group last year, but it came about
as the result of a personam problem, and not because of any "three men in black". Hay-
den's problems were of a marital nature and should serve to show the future directors
of any groups that more time must be spent looking at the marriage mate than looking

into the skies. Appreciate the love and needs of your partner. Do not spend all of

your time searching for a mysterious "something" that is not real in the eyes of many.
When the I.1.0.U.F.0. disbanded, everyone who was connected with it lost in many ways.
I, for one, lost a friend...or so it appears, for Hayden has never written me since. I
also lost almost a year's work in time, money, tapes and hundreds of photographs, re-
garding the Wanaque Reservoir story. All of this material I sent to Hayden was to be
used in a book that he was to publish. This material is now missing, and much of the

facts regarding the Wanaque story, are gone forever, and the public has lost the bene-
fit of this knowledge. As I understand it, not only is my story and material missing,
but the hard works of a number of other people as well, who had the same type of thing
happen to them.

Dr.FRANK E. STRANGES- This is a man whom I met a number of years ago. He impres-
sed me so much at our first meeting that I gave him about forty pounds of saucer mate-
rial... photos, magazines, stories, tapes, etc. Two years later I received from him
a request to print some of this material in a book. I agreed to this and when his book
was finally in my hands, I found that he had done everything that I had requested him
to do concerning my contribution to the book. He gave the information in his book cal-
led "Flying Saucerama" just as I gave it to him to use. Many people have claimed that
this man is nothing more than a crook and a cheat, hiding his dirty work under the
cloak of being a minister of God. As I said before, they cannot prove their contention
by me. - A number of years later I was sent another book by Dr. Stranges, this one
dealing with a man called Val-Thor, from the planet Venus. The book is called: "My
Friend From Beyond Earth" and shows a photograph of Val-Thor. When I saw the photo I
was so shocked I stood dumbfounded. It was a photo of a man that I had taken a number
of years ago while on a visit to Howard Menger's farm to investigate his story of a
contact with people from Venus. At this meeting Howard Menger stated to the small
group present, "There is a man from Venus among us now". - I looked around the group
of people and saw only one man who impressed me as being unusual. Not that he looked
any different physically, the change or difference was more in his manner or demeanor.
At any rate, I snapped a series of pictures of him. - When I sent him the pictures
from Menger's farm, I stated the claim that had been made and gave him the details on
the photos. 1 stressed one point to him very strongly; namely that I did not believe
then, nor do I believe now, that the man in the photos was from Venus. Dr. Stranges
however, claims to have met this self-same man in the Pentagon and that he told Dr.
Stranges that his name was Val-Thor and that he was, indeed, from Venus. That is what
Dr. Stranges claims, and while I have worked with him on other books and on his movie,
Phenomena 7.7, he has always been honest and square with me. I find he and his wonder-
ful wife a delight to be with, and I try to spend every available moment with them,
when they are in my area.

HOWARD MENGER - Here is a man who I have much respect for as a person. I was con-
nected with his story from the very first. I have looked at his photos, spoken to him
about them, looked at the negatives and explored his claims from every conceivable an-
gle in order to determine if his story is truth or +trickery. The only thing I can
truthfully say regarding Howard Menger is this... I believe that Howard Menger is tel-
ling the truth when he tells his story, but I do not necessarily believe his story.
As for his photographs... if anyone feels that they can take the same type of photos
with the same type of low-priced camera that he used, then I will be willing to go the
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cost of the film for anyone to do so. But I do wish to be present when these photos
are taken. With all of the excellent cameras that I own, I cannot do what Howard Men-
ger did in the same manner. I do not mean to say that his photos are real or even hint
that they are. But I am sorry that I did not take them, they are so good. I am proud

of the fact that he allowed me to do the photo work for his book called... "From Outer
Space to you".

LONG JOHN NEBEL - To me, one of the greatest people who ever worked with the saucer
subject. It was his work that gave many of the stories to the world. While many people
will feel that he is very unfair to many of his guests, it must be remembered that it
is his job to put on a good show. It is his 'cutting-up' of his guests that make his
shows great. Many of the incidents he relates in his book "The Way Out World", I ac-
tually witnessed, and can say that he presents them just the way they actually happe-
ned. It was my good fortune to be on many of his shows and it was always worthwhile.

REV. WILLIAM DAUT -A person who I can honestly say I am proud to know. He has never
to my knowledge, said an unkind word to anyone, nor has he ever done an unkind deed.
Ever since I have known him he has always amazed me by doing and 1living what he calls
a "normal life". To the average person, this 'normal living' is certainly beyond any-
thing that could be termed normal. His foresight, his knowledge of almost any subject,
his teachings of basic truths, the friends who know and respect and love him, for him-
self, is something that I, who have traveled all over this country, have never before
seen, Never have I met anyone who I can respect more, nor of whom I can say, "I am
proud that he calls me his friend".

THE QUIET ONES - They are a group of people who very few persons know, and perhaps
there are a few who are not even aware of their existence. But they are important. for
without them, those of us who are often thought of as "professional UFO researchers",
would really have a rough time of it. The list of Quiet Ones rums long... but here is
a small sampling of their rank and file...Tibor Csapo, Ovila (Larry) Larochelle,Armand
Laprade, Adele Darrah, Annette Strapponi, Jackie frank, Judith Ann Conroy, Frank G.
Major, Leonard Brodt, Lynn Carol...and a host of others whose names would fill a tele-
phone book. They are the ones who make life worth living and our work in this field
worthwhile. When they are needed as friends, they are there. And not because they are
forced to be, but because they want to be a part of the overall picture. I would even
venture to say that without the help of the Quiet Ones, UFO0 research would not be
where it is today, but somewhere back in time, side by side with the dark ages. The
true history of saucers really belongs to those wonderful Quiet Ones, who very few
people know, and history most likely will never record. If any rewards are to be given
out to them, it certainly will not be in this world. If there are such things as space
visitors, coming to us from other worlds, I'm certain 'they' will know of, and record
in their books...the value and respect that should be given to, and belong to, the....
Quiet Ones.

Many people have wondered why it is that I have worked the way I have in regards to
the photographs I have in my files. The photos of so-called flying saucers and other
connected events number into the thousands and I have been collecting them for years.
If and when a hard-cover 'UFO PHOTO' book is ever printed, using my photo collection,
then and only then will I give my opinion and tell what I feel is the truth, in my
mind, regarding what may or may not be photographs of flying saucers. Most of them,
and I can assure you that this is one thing I know is true, are going to be put into
the class of out-and-out fakes.

At this moment, I have before me, a few hundred photos of UFOs that are claimed as
authentic by those who are selling them. From a common-sense viewpoint, many of the
stories are lies. From a photographic viewpoint, almost every one of the photos are
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very bad frauds, - though in some cases very cleverly done. Those that are selling the
photos are not motivated by a search for truth, but are simply milking the public for
all that the traffic will bare. Regardless of how long it may take, however, truth
will prevail. Let us hope that we shall know the truth in our lifetime. Because of
this, and because many would not listen when I tried to give them truth, that I have
chosen to follow the middle road.

THE MIDDLE ROAD - My own thought is that the whole flying saucer mystery is a mas-
terpiece of well-organized confusion. Men in very high governmental and military of-
fice have made sure that this is so. In many ways I cannot blame them for what they
are doing. They feel it is the best course for them to take. The whole plan is for a
long-range project to unfold itself and we who live today may not see this project
brought to fruition. - When the answers are given to the public, our whole mode of li-
ving will be altered. Great dents are going to be put into science, religion, and
our present cultural and sociological beliefs and practises. It will be as if each
person had been given a "wishing ring", but the time for the presentation of this gift
is not yet upon us. - Ask yourself a question... Why is it that you choose to wait for
a small group of men who head your government, or for any President of any country, to
tell you the truth, when you are perfectly capable, with the exercising of your own
mental capabilities, to determine what is, in fact, truth?

The whole 1fying saucer mystery is similar to a large picture puzzle. Each and e-
very one of us who play the game of putting the puzzle together, regardless of who he
may be or what position he may hold, represents but one 'small piece' of the over-all
piture. How you fit the pieces together and how much of the over-all picture you SEE,
depends primarily upon your own level of development and awareness. If you are playing
this game, or want to play it, remember that all of the pieces are there. Have fun
with it, the same as you would with any other puzzle. But remember, that it is only a
game and, you may not be able to find all the pieces. Time alone will tell if your an-
ticipation is the forerunner of realization. Many of the dreams that I have dreamed
now live in the dreams of others.

Surely, the children of tomorrow will complete the puzzle, and in doing so insure
their future happiness. Also, they will enjoy putting the puzzle together even as we
enjoy supplying the pieces, however insignificant they may presently seem, for them to
work with. But this can only come to pass if we do not shrink our responsibility, for
we have an obligation to fulfill. It is our abligation to the future generation not
to hold back a single small piece of the puzzle. Ffor even if the smallest piece is
withheld, then we will make it impossible for them to complete the puzzle. Then they
too will be forced to resort to trying to prove to their children that flying saucers
do exist by attempting to prove that they do not.

Heaven help those of us who would continue to propagate confusion at the cost of
truth. I hope and” pray that this generation shall someday go down in world history as
the generation which provided the key to pure truth, to the children of the future,
and in so doing, fulfilled a cosmic obligation; and in so doing, "HATH SET THEM FREE!"
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BIOGRAPHY: AUGUST C. ROBERTS

by GRAY BARKER

If anybody deserves to be honored as a "Flying Saucer Pioneer) that person is August
C. Roberts. In the unfolding saucer drama his name has become as familiar as that of
George Adamski, Major Donald E. Keyhoe, Ray Palmer, Gray Barker and other "UFO Greats!
Yet in this fascinating drama Roberts has played a unique role, unfulfilled by any of
the others, who made their contributions mainly by way of the printed word. While the
others recorded their prose in books and magazines, Roberts recorded these exciting
events on film. Roberts became the first and certainly only recognized "Flying Saucer
Photographer".

Roberts' role began in 1943 during his service in the Army Air Force. While on duty
in a mountaneous section of the Mexican border country, he and other enlisted men were
dumbfounded to see a huge orange object circle below them in the valleys below. Mili-
tarily the object violated the constant blackout imposed on the area and its appear-
ance caused quite a commotion in the camp. To Roberts, however, the strange light re-
presented something else. Something he could only feel and could not explain. Not un-
til a lonely night in 1952 on a Skywatch tower would he become convinced that flying
saucers might well represent visitations from other worlds.

On that strange night, Roberts remembered the orange ball, back in 1943. This time,
however, he and his camera handy and when & saucer appeared over New York City he
grabbed his camera and recorded the event. The picture appeared widely in newspapers,
magazines, movie reels and on television. "Featurama", one of the top television pro-
grams of 1955, included the picture and an interview with Roberts. It is understand-
able that this particular program was the one most often repeated on television, by
popular request, for several years.

Roberts' 1952 sighting account, along with his photographs, represented one of the
three UFO cases included in the Westinghouse Time Capsule, recently buried at the con-
clusion of the New York World's Fair. It will be opened in the year 6939. Roberts not
only shot pictures of flying saucers, but collected, preserved and disseminated the
work of others. Just as important and interesting as the saucers themselves were the
personalities who investigated, wrote, talked and lectured about them. Roberts shot
collected hundreds of pictures of such people.

Photos from his vast collection have appeared in many books, notable ones including
FLYING SAUCERS HAVE LANDED, FLYING SAUCERAMA, FROM OUTER SPACE TO YOU, FLYING SAUCERS
AND THE THREE MEN, FLYING SAUCERS FACT OR FICTION, THE MYSTERY OF OTHER WORLDS REVEA-
LED and Gray Barker's BOOK OF SAUCERS. His work has also appeared in publications and
books in France, Japan, Germany and other countries. Roberts' work has appeared in
most of the memorable UFO periodicals, such as THE SAUCERIAN, SAUCER NEWS, and Raymond
Palmer's FLYING SAUCERS.

For several years he has been Photographic Consultant to Saucserian Publications and
for a time served as Photo Editor of Palmer's Magazine. Working with Dominick C. Luc-
chesi, he published the first issue of NEXUS, an early saucer magazine, which was la-
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ter published by James W. Moseley, with Roberts functioning as Associate Editor. He is
production Coordinator of the Bob Zanotti Show, a weekly radio program originating in
the New York area and has appeared many times on the Long John Show in New York. A.C.
Roberts has given his assistance to practically every major UFO0 researcher in the
field. This he has done in a spirit of selfless devotion to the eventual solution to
the flying saucer mystery.

He has not only recorded the images of flying saucers and the people connected with
them. Another of his projects has been the recording of such personalities and events
on tape. He has recorded nearly a quarter of a million feet of tape in connection with
this aspect of his work. Although Rcberts is quick to come to the aid of anybody need-
ing photographic or taped information about flying saucers, he prefers to work with
what he calls "the team", which consists of Dominick Lucchesi, Gray Barker, James Mose-
ley, Jack Robinson, Mike Mann and a few selected others. Long after people of the fu-
ture forget how to read the archaic language of the 2oth century, they will still look
at August C. Roberts' photographs and be thrilled, as we were, with the unfolding
drama of the mysterious flying saucers. - "Augie", as his friends call him, probably
sums up this idea best. When asked why he makes the physical and monetary sacrifices
necessary to continue his work, he puts it this way:

"What is really my aim with my photos of today? It is so that the children of to-
morrow can experience some of the same excitement that I did. I hope that they will be
thrilled, froghtened, mystified and challenged as we were. May be they will catch onto
the same dream that we dream; a universe of communication and brotherhood - an aim
that the flying saucers may be trying to teach us today."

Gray Barker
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THE ROTATING INNER CHAMBER PROJECTS A MIRIAD OF
LIGHT BEAMS AGAINST WALLS AND CEILING IN GENTLE,
SOFT-RADIANT, COLORFUL, PULSATING, EVER-CHANGING
PATTERNS. Uses no mechanical parts. Costs only 6¢ per month
to use. Lasts indefinately !

FOR CHILDREN:

* Lulls Youngsters to Sleep

* Perfect for Meditation

* Creates Ideal Romantic Atmosphere *+ Fascinates

* Relieves daily Tensions * Perfect Nite Lite

* Helps dispel Sleeplessness * Helps Eliminate ‘Mid-night’ Fears

*» 'BLENDS WITH ANY DECOR
* A COLLECTOR'S ITEM

TEST YOUR ESP: Complete instructions given. Start and stop the pulsating light beams with your thought
waves. (The Flying Saucer Lamp will help advance your mental physics.) A Scientific Marvel!

A SILENT SENTINAL FOR YOUR
HOME. Moving light beams protect
against burglars.
COMMERCIAL USES:
Excellent for decorative and colorful settings
for restaurants, entertainment centers, etc.

Write for Quantity Discount Prices
Another Fine Product froon ATEN Mfg.

ORDER NOW and receive FREE Record Album 'OTHER WORLDS’

(TAKE A PSYCHIC TRIP IN YOUR OWN FLYING SAUCER, WHILE LISTENING TO MUSIC THAT IS OUT OF THIS WORLD)

Order Your Flying Saucer Lamp Today! We Ship Post Paid!
Amalgamated Flying Saucer Clubs of America, Inc.
2004 N. Hoover Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 90027

Please send me........ Flying Saucer Lamp (s), unconditionally guaranteed, at
$4.98 each. | enclose $............_... cash [] check[]  or money order[]].
Sorry No C.O.D.
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AFSCA: Complete source of Flying Saucer information. Ask for
free brochure ot saucer books, photos etc.
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FROM OUT OF THE STARS  came— THE KORENDIANS!

FACT: In July 1961, Bob Renaud, a young electronics technician, first made short-wave radio contact
with advanced people in a spaceship from another world! They were the Korendians, from a solar system 400
light years distant! How they traveled this vast distance, how they learned our language, and what their
mission is to our planet is told in 'The Bob Renaud Story,’”” a continuing series (starting in issue #18) in
“'Flying Saucers International.”’

The Amalgamated Flying Saucer Clubs of America (AFSCA) is a world-wide nonprofit research organiza-
tion with members in all 50 states and in 23 foreign countries. It is a complete source of contactee-oriented
Flying Saucer information: Books, photos, contactee reports, etc. (see order form below). Write for free bro-

chure, book list, and Flying Saucer color-photo post card.

AFSCA UNITS WORLDWIDE

AFSCA has Units in many cities throughout the United
States and in seven foreign countries. They hold public
meetings to promote knowledge of the saucer subject
as well as to serve as sources for information and
literature in their area. Our goal is an AFSCA Unit in
each city. Many Units are listed in the white pages of
the phone book under “‘Flying Saucers.”” Unit Directors
are listed in our magazine, ‘‘Flying Saucers Interna-
tional.”” If you would like to help promote the saucer
cause by serving as an AFSCA Unit Director in your
area, please contact AFSCA Headquarters for further
information.

Amalgamated Flying Saucer Clubs of America, Inc.
International Headquarters: 2004 N. Hoover St. Los Angeles , Calif. 90027,U.S.A.

| SIX-ISSUE SUBSCRIPTION to “FLYING SAUCERS INTERNATIONAL' (quarterly) = $3.00.
will start with the latest issue published to date of order, unless otherwise requested. Sample copy = 50c.
lMEMBERSHIP CARD, Flying Saucer button, stamps, and post cards = $1.00 in addition to a $3.00 subscrip-
tion. Pass the word that ‘Flying Saucers Are Real!’’

S #1 Set of PAUL VILLA SAUCER PHOTOS: 7 - 3" x 5” color prints = $3.00.
B 72 Set of PAUL VILLA SAUCER PHOTOS: 8 - 312" x 43" color prints = $3.00.
SPECIAL BACK ISSUE SALE: 8 issues = $2.00.(#'s4,5,7,8,10,13, 14,15).

“FLYING SAUCERS INTERNATIONAL”

AFSCA’s official journal, “‘Flying Saucers Interna-
tional’’ is the world’s most complete source of contactee-
oriented saucer information. Learn: Why spaceships and
their crews from other worlds are visiting our planet;
about their revolutionary propulsion power that out-
modes all present forms of power on Earth; about their
plan to help mankind, and what you can do to help;
about life on other planets, their science, philosophy,
government and economic systems; and how their ad-
vanced knowledge can help to resolve most of our
present-day problems on Earth.

World’s Largest
Contactee-Oriented
Flying Saucer
Research Organization

Subscriptions

GABRIEL GREEN, Editor
HELEN GREEN, Asst. Ed.

subsc"-be TOdOY-’ BACK ISSUES of “"UFO International’* #18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 = 50c per issue.

FLYING SAUCER COLOR-PHOTO POST CARDS: 50 for $1.00. 15 for 50c.
10c each. 2% " = 25c each.

6 issues for SAUCER BUTTONS: 1 " =

PHONE: 662-4404

DONATION to help advance the Flying Saucer Movement.

$3.00
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